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Listing of Claims: 



1. (Currently Amended) A plasma processing apparatus, 
wherein a plasma arc is generated from a plasma torch using a 
pl urality of interchangeable consumable parts, composed u£ an 
elttiLL.L ode and a no z zle to perform plasma work an a workpiee e ■ a nd- 
which is eqtrtppod wiLh a plurality of consumable parts, Lhe 
definition of Lhe consumable part being an e lectrode and/or a 
noz^ly;- the apparatus comprising: 

-f«+" memory means for storing consumption data on every each 
of the plurality of consumable part, parts th e c o n - sumption da La 
being used f or- c alculation of consumption ; 

•fhf selecting means for selecting the stored consumption 
data corresponding to a consumable part in use; 

(c) computing means for calculating consumption based on the 
consumption data selected by the selecting means; and 

■ftH" displaying means for displaying the consumption 
calculated by the computing means^_ 

wherein said each of the consumable parts comprises at least 
one of an electrode and a nozzle . 

2. (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 1^ further comprising operation stopping means 
for stopping the operation of the plasma processing apparatus 
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upon completion of a processing operation if the consumption 
calculated by the computing means reaches £ preset 
consumption value. 



3. (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim lj_ further comprising warning means for 
raisiny sounding an alarm if the consumption calculated by the 
computing means reaches a preset consumption value. 



4* (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 3^ further comprising operation stopping means 
for stopping tHrc operation of the plasma processing apparatus 
upon completion of a processing operation if the consumption 
5 calculated by the computing means reaches -fc+re a preset 
consumption value, 

5. (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the consumption data includes SCTfte 
or all of dat - a it^ms - c o nsisti ng at least one of ttte a number of 
arcing events, an arcing time and g£t arc current. 



6> (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the selecting means specifies one 
of the interch angeable consumable parts as a consumable part to 
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be used by referring to processing data input to the memory 
means . 



7. (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein the consumption data includes sot© 
or all or data Hums consisting at least one of «w a number of 
arcing events, &q arcing time and an arc current. 

8. {Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein the consumption data includes -some 
or all of data items conai&Liny at_JL.e_a.st one of the a number of 
arcing events, an arcing time and an arc current. 

9* (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 4, wherein the consumption data includes som e 
or all of d-La it em s consisting at least one of the a number of 
arcing events, an arcing time and _m arc current. 

10. (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein the selecting means specifies one 
of the interchangeable consumable parts as a consumable part to 
be used by referring to processing data input to the memory 
means * 
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11- (Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein the selecting means specifies one 
P.f the interchangeable consumable parts as a consumable part to 
be used by referring to processing data input to the memory 
means* 

12. {Currently Amended) The plasma processing apparatus 
according to claim. 4, wherein the selecting means specifies one 
of the interchangeable consumable parts as a consumable part to 
be used by referring to processing data input to the memory 
means. 
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